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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 13601 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: SHUM, CGEN, UG, UK 

SUBJECT: DISAPPEARANCE OF BRITISH SUBJECT "MARK” ELIAS 

REF: STATE 192017 

1 . SINCE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE BRITISH INTERESTS SECTION 
FROM THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN KAMPALA, BRITISH HANDLING OF 
WAV CASES IN UGANDA HAS BEEN STRICTLY CATCH-AS-CATCH-CAN. 

UK IS NO LONGER REPRESENTED IN KAMPALA BY ANY 
PROTECTING POWER, NOR ARE THERE ANY UK-UGANDAN BILATERAL 
CONTACTS ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD. IN LONDON, WAV CASES 
RELATED TO UGANDA (INCLUDING ELIAS CASE) ARE HANDLED BY 


THE EMERGENCY UNIT OF THE FCO CONSULAR DEPARTMENT. IN 
THE FIELD, HMG MUST RELY ON ITS DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES AND THE GOOD OFFICES OF SUCH 
INTERNATIONAL BODIES AT THE UNHCR AND ICRC, THE LATTER 
BEING USED WITH CIRCUMSPECTION. 
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2. CONSULAR DEPARTMENT EMERGEHCY UNIT HAS INFORMED US 
THAT ELIAS WAS LAST HEARD FROM ON MAY 13TH. A FEW DAYS 
LATER, HIS DISAPPEARANCE WAS SIGNALLED TO THE BRITISH 
INTERESTS SECTION OF THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN KAMPALA BY TWO 
OF HIS EMPLOYEES. FURTHER ACTION WAS DELAYED BY CONFUSING 
ENCOUNTERED IN IDENTIFYING ELIAS; ALTHOUGH HE IS KNOWN AS 
"MARK” ELIAS, IT TOOK SOME TIME BEFORE FCO WAS ABLE TO 
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DETERMINE THAT HIS REAL NAME IS ALFRED LIONEL ELIAS. ON 
MAY 24, AND AGAIN ON JUNE 4, THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN KAMPAL 
MADE REPRESENTATIONS TO THE UGANDAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SEEKING NEWS OF ELIAS' WHEREABOUTS, BUT BOTH DEMARCHES 
WERE UNANSWERED. ACTION SINCE THAT DATE IS SUMMED UP IN 
PARA 3 OF KIGALI 984. CONSULAR DEPARTMENT 
EMERGENCY UNIT REMAINS IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH ELIAS' WIFE 
AND SISTER. 

3. FCO APPRECIATES AMBASSADOR CRIGLERS OFFER TO QUERY 
UGANDAN CHARGE IN KIGALI ON ELIAS, BUT SHARES CONCERN 
THAT INDICATION OF USG INTEREST IN ELIAS MAY BE MISINTER- 
PRETED BY UGANDANS. ON REFLECTION, AND AFTER CONSULTING 
WITH ELIAS' SISTER, FCO WONDERS F SUCH AN APPROACH MIGHT 
BEST BE MADE ON AN UNOFFICIAL, PERSONAL BASIS, WITH 
AMBASSADOR CRIGLER ASKING AFTER THE WELFARE AND WHERE- 
ABOUTS OF A GOOD FRIEND. 

BREWSTER 
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